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According to a report published in 1880, it was well es-
tablished at that time. It is found in nearly all the counties
of the state, although as a citrus pest it is troublesome chiefly
in southern California, especially near the coast. In Los
Angeles, Santa Barbara, and Orange counties it takes first
rank among citrus insects, while in Ventura and San Diego
counties it is given second rank. In Western Riverside
and San Bernardino counties, it is also a serious pest, as is
shown by the fact that 75 per cent of the insect control work
in Riverside county in 1910 was directed against the black
scale, although such a high percentage is unusual.
The black scale injures the tree by sucking the sap. The
greatest injury, however, is done indirectly by the sooty mold
which accompanies the scale. The insect excretes copious
amounts of a substance, known as. honey-dew, which falls
upon the leaves and fruit below. This furnishes a suitable
medium for the growth of the sooty mold fungus (Meliola
camellice) which not only clogs up the breathing pores of
the leaves and renders them incapable of performing their
normal functions, but also forms a black coating over the
fruit which necessitates thorough washing before the fruit
can be packed for market. This washing is often of neces-
sity so severe as to cause abrasions in the skin and a con-
siderable increase in the amount of decay during transit
to market.
The size of the adult scale will average about one-seventh
of an inch in length and not quite as broad. It may be dis-
tinguished from closely related species by a plainly outlined
letter H on the back of the full grown females. The color
of the mature female is usually very dark, often jet black.
The male scale is minute and is very seldom seen. When
mature the male emerges from its pupal case as a winged
insect.